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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Southeast Texas 
Association of Paralegals, Inc., is a 
nonprofit organization of paralegals 
committed to establishing good 
fellowship among association members 
and members of the legal community, 
encouraging a high order of ethical and 
professional attainment, and furthering 
education among member of the 
profession. 



President’s Message 
          
                   

 
Dear SETAP members,  
 
 I would like to thank you for allowing me to serve as your president for the 
2009-2010 term.  It is an honor to hold this position and I look forward to new and 
exciting things in the year to come! 
 

NEW!... 
 
 Already, we have something new for SETAP!  We have a new website!  It 
has been re-designed and has a totally new look!  Our old website was created 
about 9 years ago, and had become very outdated.  I believe the new website 
will serve as a better resource for all our members.  Unlike the old site, we now 
have the capability to update information on a regular basis, which allows us to 
keep you informed of upcoming meetings, CLE opportunities, and other special 
events.  In addition, we have added two new pages to our website, a “Lex 

Amicus Newsletter” page and a “Merchandise” page.  The “Lex Amicus 

Newsletter” page contains links to current and past issues of our newsletter.  The 
“Merchandise” page contains pictures of SETAP products along with ordering 
information.  The web address is still the same at www.setap.org. 
 

I would like to thank Jane Barron for all of her hard work on this project.  
Jane spent countless hours gathering information and working with our 
webmaster to create a website that would represent SETAP’s pride, integrity and 
professionalism.  She has done an outstanding job and on behalf of SETAP, I 
would like to thank her for a job well done! 

 
 

EXCITING!... 
 
 As I am sure you are abundantly aware by now, SETAP is hosting the 
annual Texas Alliance of Paralegal Associations (TAPA) Conference in April 
2010.  According to our archives, the last time SETAP hosted the TAPA 
Conference was 11 years ago in 1999.  We are very excited to host this event 
once again and look forward to a successful seminar and conference.  The TAPA 
Conference will be held at the MCM Eleganté Hotel & Conference Center in 
Beaumont, Texas on April 9-10, 2010.  Our annual spring seminar will be held in 
conjunction with the TAPA Conference and is scheduled for Friday, April 9, 2010.  



Paralegals from across Texas will be attending the seminar and you won’t want 
to miss this excellent opportunity to network and meet new fellow paralegals.  
That evening we have planned a special social event to show our “out-of-
towners” a true Southeast Texas Bayou Nite!  It promises to be a fun and 
interesting night so please make plans to join us!  The more, the merrier! 
 
  The TAPA Planning Committee is as follows: 

 Angie Laird, Orgain Bell & Tucker, LLP 
Jane Barron, Coffey & Browne, LLP 

 Cheryl Bryan, Orgain Bell & Tucker, LLP 
 René Crum, Strong Pipkin Bissell & Ledyard, LLP 
 Jill Hoffmann, Germer Gertz, LLP 
 Mary Beth Jones, Jenkins & Martin, LLP 
 Melissa LeJeune, Perry Neichoy, Mediator-Attorney 
 Caryl McBroom, Law Office of Clint Brasher 
 Sheila Milbrandt, Germer Gertz, LLP 
 Marissa Paltz, Strong Pipkin Bissell & Ledyard, LLP 
 Misty Segrest, Harris Duesler & Hatfield, LLP 
 

 The committee has been meeting twice a month since February planning 
and putting together the details for this two-day event.  Already, we have 
accomplished a great deal and the fundraising is coming along better than we 
expected!  I would like to thank this awesome committee for their continued hard 
work, dedication, and enthusiasm! 
 

If you think you might like to help, we are in need of door prizes, 
sponsorships and volunteers to help during the seminar, the social and the 
conference.  Contact any one of the committee members if you are interested.  
Also, don’t forget the check out our TAPA website at www.tapa2010.webs.com, 
and be sure to check back frequently for updates and new information. 

 

TRADITION!... 
 
 In 2005, the Texas House of Representatives began signing resolutions 
declaring October 23rd as Paralegal Day.  These resolutions were usually signed 
and declared for a period of one or two years at a time. 
 
 Texas Senate Proclamation No. 1144 was introduced by Senator Kirk 
Waston (Austin, TX) and signed by the Secretary of State, Patsy Spain, on 
January 22, 2009.  The proclamation declares October 23rd as Texas Paralegal 
Day indefinitely.   
 
 Texas Paralegal Day will be celebrated across the State of Texas on 
October 23rd.  SETAP will celebrate this special day with its annual Paralegal Day 
Luncheon on October 22, 2009.  The luncheon will be held at the Art Museum of 
Southeast Texas.  During this celebration, the Paralegal of the Year will be 



elected and our fall scholarship(s) will be awarded.  Please watch your email for 
the call for nominations for Paralegal of the Year and the scholarship application 
and guidelines.  This is always an enjoyable time for us and I look forward to 
seeing each of you at the luncheon! 
 

CONCLUSION... 
 

I look forward to a great year ahead!  Feel free to contact me anytime with 
suggestions, comments, or concerns.  I welcome your input and look forward to 
hearing from you.  I may be reached at alaird@obt.com or (409) 838-6412, ext. 
415.   
        

Thank you, 

 
       Angie Laird 
       SETAP President 2009-2010 
 
 



       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 When people go to work, they shouldn't have to leave their hearts at home.  
~Betty Bender 

 

           
 
 
 

SETAP 2009-2010 VOTING BOARD 
MEMBERS 

Angie Laird  President 
Jane Barron  President-Elect 
Sheila Milbrandt  1st Vice President 
Misty Segrest  2nd Vice President 
Marissa Paltz  Secretary 
Rene Crum  Treasurer 
Cheryl Bryan  NALA Liaison 
Cheryl Bryan  PD Liaison 
Melissa LeJeune  Parliamentarian 
Jill Hoffman  Executive Advisor 

SETAP 2009-2010 STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIR 
PERSONS  

 
Misty Segrest  Nominations & Elections 
Sheila Milbrandt  Membership Development 
Needs to be Filled Public Relations (Special Projects) 
Needs to be Filled Audit 
Misty Segrest  Programs/Speaker Meetings 
Sheila Milbrandt  Job Bank 
Caryl McBroom  Newsletter 
Melissa LeJeune  Teen Court 

INSUFFICIENT FUNDS POLICY 
 

If collection efforts are unsuccessful for thirty (30) days, and the check is non-dues related, research 
whether the check may be turned over to the appropriate county district attorney and take steps to submit 
it. 

If collection efforts are unsuccessful for thirty (30) days, and the check is dues related, draft a letter to 
the Membership Chair for the President’s signature requesting member be removed from the 
membership roles and write member explaining that dues amount plus $25.00 returned check charge 
must be sent to the Treasurer in order to reinstate membership.  



***************************************************** 

Teen Court 

 
 
Teen Court is about to begin its 2009-2010 school year term. Teen Court is 

held on Tuesday evenings from 5:15p.m. to 7:30p.m. at the Beaumont 

Municipal Court.  Below is a schedule for 2009-2010 for those who would 

like to participate in this worth-while experience. 

 
2009 

  
September 8, 2009- Training Session 
September 22, 2009 
October 6, 2009 
October 20, 2009 
November 3, 2009 
November 17, 2009 
December 15, 2009-Christmas Party 
  

2010 
January 5, 2009 
January 19, 2009 
February 2, 2009 
February 16, 2009 
March 2, 2009 
March 16, 2009 
March 30, 2009 
April 13, 2009 
April 27, 2009 
May 11, 2009-       Appreciation Banquet 
           

 
If anyone would like more information please do not hesitate to contact 

Melissa LeJeune at 839-4545 or melissa@pwn-mediate.com.  

 
***************************************************** 



 

REMINDERS: 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: September 17, 2009 SETAP 

Speaker Meeting Butterbraid fundraiser will begin on this date.  
OCTOBER 22, 2009  is the Paralegal Day Luncheon.    

 
PLEASE VISIT THE CALENDAR PAGE AT WWW.SETAP.ORG FOR UPCOMING SETAP 

EVENTS. 

************************************************ 

 
“Special thanks to Perry W. Neichoy for his 

continued support of SETAP and TAPA” 
 

Perry W. Neichoy, P.C. 
LAWYER – Mediator 

(409) 839-4545 * Fax (409) 832-1378; www.pwn-mediate.com 
 

Locations 
   Beaumont               Houston 
     Century Tower       5 Houston Center 
550 Fannin Street, Suite 111     1401 McKinney, Suite 2250  
   Beaumont, Texas 77701          Houston, Texas 777010  
 
***Please see Mr. Neichoy’s resume attached at the end of the Lex Amicus*** 
 

***************************************************** 

 
 



 

************************************************ 

 

    
 

JOB BANK 
 
 The Southeast Texas Association of Paralegals (SETAP) operates a Job 
Bank and needs resumes!  Local employers have utilized this service for many 
years as a means of searching for qualified employees.  If you know anyone 
looking for a position as a paralegal or legal secretary, please encourage him or 
her to submit their resume to SETAP’s Job Bank by contacting: 
 
  Sheila Milbrandt 
  Germer Gertz, LLP 
  P. O. Box 4915 
  Beaumont, TX  77704 
  (409) 654-6725 
  (409) 835-2115 
  sheilal@germer.com 
 
 The fee is $10.00 for non-SETAP members and $5.00 for SETAP 
members.  All checks must be made payable to SETAP. 
 

    
 
 



 
 

SOUTHEAST TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF PARALEGALS 
MONTHLY TREASURER’S REPORT 

AS OF JULY 31, 2009 
 

 
BEGINNING BALANCE – 7/1/09: $   8,923.19 
 
RECEIPTS: 
 
 I was very busy with a project and on vacation during 
 July so the fundraisers weren’t deposited until August. 
             0.00   
 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
 
 Juxtapose – July webhosting 27.06 
 Sally Hall Ezell – directories 280.00 
 Paralegal Division – TAPS sponsorship 100.00 
 
         407.06 
ENDING BALANCE – 7/31/09:  $  8,516.13 
 
 
  Respectfully Submitted, 
 

  Rene’ Crum 

  Treasurer 

 

                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
************************************************ 

HAVE YOU MOVED? 

CHANGED JOBS? 

NEW E-MAIL? 

 

IF SO, PLEASE CONTACT SHEILA MILBRANDT AT 
sheilal@germer.com SO SHE CAN UPDATE YOUR 

INFORMATION ON THE ROSTER. 

 
******************************************************
Active Member………………………..53 
Associate Members…………………... 7 
Sustaining Members…………………..3 
Student Members…………………….1 

 
****************************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



"My Mommy is a Paralegal" - New Book for the Kids 
 
The question of what is a paralegal has been around since the career started.  Explaining 
it to an adult is one thing, but try explaining it to a child who has never seen a court room, 
judge or even an office building.  What does mommy do all day long, anyway?  The 
concept can be hard to grasp for a small child. 
The book is for 3-8 year old children of paralegals.  "My Mommy is a Paralegal" has 
delightful illustrations by Jessica Maturo.  Written by Loni Morganelli, the book explains 
in charming pictures and words, a day-in-the-life of a paralegal from the child's point of 
view.   
For those who are dads, hang on....we're coming up with one for you too.  And, we've 
also published "My Mommy is a Lawyer" because we didn't want anyone to feel left out. 
The softcover book is 24 pages long.  It's available at www.knowparalegal.com.   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June 11 Zandra Darmas  August 1 Marissa Paltz 
  Charlene Wheeler  August 13 Stacey Cole 
June 17 Julie Threlkeld   August 19 Misty Wenger 
June 18 Melanie Lindsey  August 22 Tara Hickey 
June 22  Donna Abshere  August 23 Peggy Dean 
  Kimberly Stephens  August 27 Caryl McBroom 
June 29 Lorilyn Huckaby   August 30 Michelle Stutes 
 
July 9  Jill Peloquin   September 12 Jennifer Bean   
July 14  Mona Doyle   September 19 Ledena Howard 
July 24  Jackie Chavez   September 28 Deb Tozer 
 
October 5 Jackie LeBeouf 
October 10 Julie Creel 
October 11 Jill Hoffman 
October 14 Renae Randall 
October 16 Sheila Milbrandt 
October 22 Lucinda Unger 
October 29 Vy H. Nguyen 
October 31 Krystal Rhodes 

 
Nobody grows old merely by living a number of years. We grow old by deserting out 
ideals. Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the soul… 
Samuel Ullman 
 

 



      
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Mark your calendar!   

Wednesday, November 11 - Friday, November 13, 2009 
Caesar's Palace, Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

 

NALA has announced the fall 2009 CLA/CP Short Course for those preparing for the Certified 
Paralegal Examination or those interested in brushing up on professional skills and knowledge. 

Offered by NALA for several years, the Certified Paralegal Exam Short Course has become one of 

the most popular educational events of NALA. 

The course serves as a great refresher for experienced paralegals. Those who already have the 

Certified Paralegal credential may take this course to satisfy their continuing legal education 
requirements for maintaining the CLA/CP designation. Also, those involved in teaching review 

courses for schools and local paralegal associations may find this program helpful. 

  

  

If you are taking the Certified Paralegal examination in December 2009 or preparing for the Spring 2010 examination, this course will help you in your 
study program. 

• The CLA/CP Short Course is part of the continuing legal education efforts of NALA and is offered separate and apart from the CLA/CP 
examination program.  Successful completion of the CLA/CP examination is contingent upon many factors and participation in this course 

does not guarantee a passing score.  

• The educational programs of this meeting are approved for attorney and paralegal CLE credit 

 

For more information please contact Cheryl Bryan at 838-6412. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report on TAPA Fundraisers 

FundraiserFundraiserFundraiserFundraiser 

Amount Amount Amount Amount 

RaisedRaisedRaisedRaised 

SETAP T-Shirts $156.46 

SETAP Tote Bags $44.41 

SETAP Hoodies $6.33 

Hall’s Court 

Directories $204.00 

Premier Jewelry I $457.00 

Colorado Canyon $336.38 

Total RaisedTotal RaisedTotal RaisedTotal Raised    $1,204.58$1,204.58$1,204.58$1,204.58    

 

Upcoming Fundraisers 
Texas Butter Braid PastriesTexas Butter Braid PastriesTexas Butter Braid PastriesTexas Butter Braid Pastries    

(to begin at the September Speaker 

Meeting) 
 



 



 



 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



PARALEGAL DIVISION 
STATE BAR OF TEXAS 

 

 
 
“The Paralegal Division is heading to Spain!  Attached please find the trip 
brochure and itinerary for the eight day, seven night trip.  Those who have 
participated in earlier destination trips have enjoyed the experience.  The 
deadline for registration is November 1, 2009. 
 
Please consider participating in the PD Mentor Program either as a Mentor 
or a Protégé.  This is a very worthwhile program.  Attached please find the 
Mentor Program Guidelines, as well as applications for Mentor and Protégé.  
This is open to all PD members, and is another benefit of membership. 
 
I again encourage you to become a member of the Paralegal Division.  
Attached please find Student and Active Membership applications.  For 
more information on the benefits of membership, please check out our 
website at www.txpd.org.   
 
Mary Beth Jones, CLA 
NALA  Certified Paralegal 
Public Relations Sub-Chair for 
Paralegal Division – District 10” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ready for a chuckle? 

 
 
 

These are from a book called Disorder in the American Courts, and are 

things people actually said in court, word for word, taken down and 
now published by court reporters that had the torment of staying calm 

while these exchanges were actually taking place. 
 

 

ATTORNEY: What was the first thing your husband said to you that morning? 

WITNESS: He said, 'Where am I, Cathy?' 

ATTORNEY: And why did that upset you? 

WITNESS: My name is Susan! 

____________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: What gear were you in at the moment of the impact? 

WITNESS: Gucci sweats and Reeboks. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

ATTORNEY: Are you sexually active? 

WITNESS: No, I just lie there. 

____________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: This myasthenia gravis, does it affect your memory at all? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

ATTORNEY: And in what ways does it affect your memory? 

WITNESS: I forget. 

ATTORNEY: You forget? Can you give us an example of something you forgot? 

___________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: Do you know if your daughter has ever been involved in voodoo? 

WITNESS: We both do. 

ATTORNEY: Voodoo? 

WITNESS: We do. 

ATTORNEY: You do? 

WITNESS: Yes, voodoo. 

____________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: Now doctor, isn't it true that when a person dies in his 

sleep, he doesn't know about it until the next morning? 

WITNESS: Did you actually pass the bar exam? 

____________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: The youngest son, the twenty-year-old, how old is he? 

WITNESS: He's twenty, much like your IQ. 

___________________________________________ 



ATTORNEY: So the date of conception (of the baby) was August 8th? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

ATTORNEY: And what were you doing at that time? 

WITNESS: Getting laid 

____________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: She had three children, right? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

ATTORNEY: How many were boys? 

WITNESS: None. 

ATTORNEY: Were there any girls? 

WITNESS: Your Honour, I think I need a different attorney.. Can I get a 

new attorney? 

____________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: How was your first marriage terminated? 

WITNESS: By death. 

ATTORNEY: And by whose death was it terminated? 

WITNESS: Take a guess.. 

____________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: Can you describe the individual? 

WITNESS: He was about medium height and had a beard. 

ATTORNEY: Was this a male or a female? 

WITNESS: Unless the circus was in town, I'm going with male. 

____________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: Is your appearance here this morning pursuant to a 

deposition notice which I sent to your attorney? 

WITNESS: No, this is how I dress when I go to work. 

______________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: Doctor, how many of your autopsies have you performed on dead 

people? 

WITNESS: All of them. The live ones put up too much of a fight. 

_________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: ALL your responses MUST be oral, OK? What school did you go to? 

WITNESS: Oral. 

_________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: Do you recall the time that you examined the body? 

WITNESS: The autopsy started around 8:30 p.m. 

ATTORNEY: And Mr. Denton was dead at the time? 

WITNESS: If not, he was by the time I finished. 

____________________________________________ 

 

ATTORNEY: Are you qualified to give a urine sample? 

WITNESS: Are you qualified to ask that question? 

______________________________________ 

 

And the best for last……………………………………………………………… 

 



 

ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you performed the autopsy, did you check for a pulse? 

WITNESS: No. 

ATTORNEY: Did you check for blood pressure? 

WITNESS: No. 

ATTORNEY: Did you check for breathing? 

WITNESS: No. 

ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible that the patient was alive when you began the 

autopsy? 

WITNESS: No. 

ATTORNEY: How can you be so sure, Doctor? 

WITNESS: Because his brain was sitting on my desk in a jar. 

ATTORNEY: I see, but could the patient have still been alive, nevertheless? 

WITNESS: Yes, it is possible that he could have been alive and practicing law. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
September 2009 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 

SETAP 
Membership 

Renewal Deadline 

2 3 4 5 

6 7     Labor Day 
          Holiday 

 

8 9 10 

SETAP BOARD 
MEETING 

-------------------- 
2ND VP  to appoint 

scholarship 
committee 

11 

Call for 
nominations 

for 
Paralegal of 

the Year 

12 

13 14 
2nd VP to send 
out scholarship 

info 

15 16 17 
SETAP Speaker 

Meeting 

---------------------- 
Begin Butter 

Braid Fundraiser 

18 19 

20 21 22     First Day of 
             Autumn 

 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 

NALA 
Quarterly 

Report Due 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

October 2009 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 

NALA 
Affiliate 

Fees Due 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 

SETAP 
BOARD 

MEETING 

9 

Deadline 
to 
nominate 
Paralegal 
of the  
year 

10 

11 12   

Columbus 
Day 

 

13 14     Deadline for        

scholarship apps 
-------------------------------- 

Texas Advanced 
Paralegal Seminar 

(TAPS) 
League City, Tx 

15 

 

Texas 
Advanced 
Paralegal 
Seminar 
(TAPS) 

League City, 
Tx 

16 

National 
Boss’s  

Day 

 

TAPS 
League 
City, Tx 

17 

  

18 19 20 21 22  

SETAP 
Paralegal 

Day 
Luncheon  

& 

 Fall 
Scholarship 

Award 

23 

Texas  
Paralegal 
Day 

24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31   

Halloween 

 

 
 
 



November 2009 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1  Daylight 
Savings        
  Time 
Ends 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11  Veteran’s 
Day 

 

12 

SETAP 
BOARD 

MEETING 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 
SETAP 
Speaker 
Meeting 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 

Thanksgiving 
Day Holiday 

 

27 

Holiday 
28 

29 30   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 2009 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

SETAP 
BOARD 

MEETING 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 

SETAP 
Christmas 
Luncheon 

18 19 

20 21   

First Day of 
Winter 

 

22 23 24 25  

Christmas 
Day 

Holiday 

 

26 

27 28 29 30 31  New 
Year’s Eve 

 
NALA 

Quarterly 
Report Due 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



   


